Use of antibody induction in pediatric renal transplantation.
The present review provides an update on the recent literature documenting the use of antibody induction in pediatric transplantation. The use of antibody induction has been increasing as it has been considered to be an important component of steroid-avoidance protocols following pediatric renal transplantation. According to registry data, anti-interleukin-2R monoclonal antibodies are the predominant agents being used, with slightly more patients receiving basiliximab than daclizumab. Using antibody induction, steroid avoidance is possible while maintaining rejection rates of less than 10%. Preliminary data are appearing, in which both steroid elimination and calcineurin reduction are possible. Concerns, however, are being raised about the risk of overimmunosuppression, in particular increased rates of polyoma virus and lymphoma. Antibody induction is firmly entrenched within the pediatric renal transplant community. There is an ongoing evolution of the types of antibodies being used. The ultimate answer for efficacy and safety will require larger samples and prospective studies.